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Touching the alleged fact that a name scarcely counts with a
theatrical manager in choosing a play, Nancy Price offered
Pryce's version of " Helen with the High Hand " to Frohman,
who offered to do it only on the condition that I would sign it.
As I had always declined to do this, of course the thing was off.
I finished Conrad's " Chance " in the middle of the night.
It is very fine. The best chapters are " The Governess " and
the last one. The Tea Party chapter, and " On the Pavement"
chapter are too long. The indirect narrative is successfully
managed on the whole, even to fourth hand narrative, but here
and there recounted dialogue and gesture is so minute as to be
unconvincing.
In P. G. Hamerton's " Round my House " (p. 160) he says
that rise in prices during ' last ten years' in France had been
so great as to induce some French people to dispense with
servants. No date on this book. No clue to its date. But I
should put it hi the seventies. I suppose this rise of price
business recurs at intervals, and always makes the same upset
and then adjusts itself.
All this week I have taken a long walk in the mornings and
worked on " Don Juan " in the afternoons, with some success.
I am now on the last scene of the last act.
London, January 3ist.
I finished " Don Juan " on Sunday night, rather to my surprise.
Got to Berkeley Hotel at noon on Wednesday. I lunched with
Mrs. Lee Mathews. Scott-James came at 5 to beat me down
in price of an article for his new paper.1 Sharpe concert at night.
Acute neuralgia. Little sleep. Thursday—Pinker in morning.
Bob Davis and wife to lunch. Much pleased with them. Lucas
to tea, Atkins * and Rickards to dinner—then to Olympia. Not
bad. Friday, McKinnel, Wheeler and Pryce here at n. Then
to Vaudeville Theatre. Welch ill. Rosher and Methuen to
lunch at Reform. Henry James joined us afterwards and
reminisced excellently. Hy. James said of Reform: " This is
for me now a club of ghosts. There were special corners and
chairs. It is fuller, too, now than it used to be." He also said
that the club was built before clubs were fully understood, and
1 R. A. Scott-James had just started the New Weekly.
1 J. B. Atkins, an old friend, was assistant editor of the Spectator.
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